
Ref No. SG8103 

Date: 15 May 2019 

REQUEST: I would like to know how many patients have absconded/gone missing from mental health 
wards or failed to return from periods of leave over the last three years, and if possible, the number of 
days they were absent for.  I would like the information broken down by year from 16th April 2016 until 
the time this FOI is answered.  

I would prefer to have the information digitally and in excel format if possible. 

 

 
 

OUR RESPONSE:  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that compliance with your 
request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 
2000, currently £450, as we do not centrally record the information regarding the number of days a 
patient is absent for and would need to check every patient’s record to locate and retrieve this 
information. However, rather than refusing your request in its entirety we are providing the information 
where it is reasonable to do so. 

Therefore, please see attached Excel spreadsheet for information regarding the number of patients that 
have absconded from Mental Health wards from 16th April 2016. As there was no specific request for the 
format of year, in an effort to be helpful, we are providing this by both calendar year and financial year.  

 

 

Attachments: 

 



TMPF55

		Year 		Cause 1 		Total				Financial Year 		Cause 1 		Total

		2016		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		4				2016-17		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		6

		2016		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		24				2016-17		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		41

		2016		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		12				2016-17		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		16

		2016		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		26				2016-17		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		45

		2016		Attempted Absconsion		60				2016-17		Attempted Absconsion		76

		2016		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave		21				2016-17		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave		21

		2016		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		5				2016-17		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		8

		2016		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		18				2016-17		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		23

		2016		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		8				2016-17		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		15

		2016		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		28				2016-17		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		51

		2016		Missing Patient		22				2016-17		Missing From Home Address (Sectioned)		1

		2017		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		14				2016-17		Missing Patient		22

		2017		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		61				2017-18		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		13

		2017		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		24				2017-18		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		66

		2017		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		47				2017-18		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		27

		2017		Attempted Absconsion		59				2017-18		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		36

		2017		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		8				2017-18		Attempted Absconsion		54

		2017		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		40				2017-18		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		6

		2017		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		25				2017-18		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		44

		2017		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		69				2017-18		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		27

		2017		Missing From Home Address (Informal)		3				2017-18		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		53

		2017		Missing From Home Address (Sectioned)		4				2017-18		Missing From Home Address (Informal)		4

		2017		Missing Patient		2				2017-18		Missing From Home Address (Sectioned)		3

		2018		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		7				2017-18		Missing Patient		3

		2018		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		81				2018-19		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		9

		2018		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		21				2018-19		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		76

		2018		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		41				2018-19		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		17

		2018		Attempted Absconsion		57				2018-19		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		40

		2018		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		10				2018-19		Attempted Absconsion		49

		2018		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		51				2018-19		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		9

		2018		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		32				2018-19		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		44

		2018		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		42				2018-19		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		28

		2018		Missing From Home Address (Informal)		3				2018-19		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		41

		2018		Missing From Home Address (Sectioned)		2				2018-19		Missing From Home Address (Informal)		3

		2018		Missing Patient		1				2018-19		Missing From Home Address (Sectioned)		2

		2019		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Informal)		3				2019-20		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		2

		2019		Absconded From Escorted Leave (Sectioned)		19				2019-20		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		1

		2019		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Informal)		4				2019-20		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		4

		2019		Absconded From Inpatient Setting (Sectioned)		11				2019-20		Attempted Absconsion		2

		2019		Attempted Absconsion		5				2019-20		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		4

		2019		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Known)		4				2019-20		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		5

		2019		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Informal Location Unknown)		7				2019-20		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		1

		2019		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Known)		6				2019-20		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		3

		2019		Failure To Return From Authorised Leave (Sectioned Location Unknown)		9

		2019		Missing From Home Address (Informal)		1





