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ACTION CARD:  

Guidelines for Assessing and Escalating the care of a Deteriorating Patient in 
Community Nursing and Therapy Teams 

(This is in support of the NICE guidance on managing suspected or confirmed pneumonia 
in adults in the community and also deterioration where sepsis or COVID-19 should be 

considered) 

Version 2: 15/04/2020 

Do you have the necessary equipment to 

perform a full set of clinical observations? 

Yes No 

Complete NEWS2 clinical observation chart 

NEWS2 Chart NEWS 
observation chart.docx

 

Add up NEWS2 score and follow Community 

trigger threshold guidance forNEWS2 

NEWS 2 Score 
Guidlines V1 (5).docx

 

Refer to Sepsis Recognition and Flow Chart 

for Community and Outpatient Setting 

Sepsis (3).pdf

 

IF AT ANY TIME DURING THE 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS YOU BECOME 

INCREASINGLY CONCERNED FOR THE 

PATIENTS CONDITION ESCALATE AS 

APPROPRIATE 

Refer to Sepsis Screening and 

Action Tool to guide assessment 

of the deteriorating patient  

Sepsis (3).pdf

 

IF AT ANY TIME DURING THE 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS YOU 

BECOME INCREASINGLY 

CONCERNED FOR THE 

PATIENTS CONDITION 

ESCALATE AS APPROPRIATE 
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The essential equipment required to complete a full set of NEWS2 observations is: 

Registered Nurse /Therapist  

 Thermometer 

 Blood pressure machine (and stethoscope if manual blood pressure machine) 

 Pulse oximeter 

 
Non registered nurse/therapist /support worker 
 

 Thermometer 

 Digital blood pressure machine  

 Pulse oximeter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


