	Ref No.: FOI/2526/SG17676

	Date FOI request received: 2nd December 2025

	Date FOI response: 22nd December 2025

	REQUEST: Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following information:

1. A list of all external suppliers, contractors, or partner organisations who currently fall within the remit of the NHS Data Security & Protection Toolkit (DSPT) for your organisation.

This includes any supplier that handles patient data, accesses NHS systems, or provides digital, software, cloud, data-processing, or cyber-security services requiring DSPT compliance.

OUR RESPONSE: Please see response to 4 below.
2. A list of any new, incoming, or planned suppliers (contracted or due to go live within the next 12 months) who will fall within the DSPT remit for the same reasons.

OUR RESPONSE: Please see response to 4 below.
3. For each supplier identified in Q1 or Q2, please confirm (if recorded):

- Whether they are required to maintain a “Standards Met” DSPT submission

- The date you last checked or verified their DSPT status (or expected verification date for new suppliers)

OUR RESPONSE: Please see response to 4 below.
4. Does your organisation maintain an internal register or log of DSPT-relevant suppliers (including planned or onboarding suppliers)?

- If yes, please provide the relevant extract.

- If no, please confirm that no such register exists.

OUR RESPONSE: All suppliers are reviewed via as part of the Trust software approval process.  Part of this review includes a check to ensure the supplier has appropriate accreditation. This includes completion of the Data Security and Protection Toolkit. However, the Trust does not keep a separate register of the accreditation status. 

To provide you with a list of suppliers and their relevant accreditation, we would need to conduct a manual audit of both our Software approval forms and Information Asset registers. We have assessed this would take more than eighteen hours to complete and we would therefore need to charge you in order to provide this information since it would exceed the £450 limit for public authorities. 

As such we are applying a section 12 exemption.  As a result, we are refusing this part of the request under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 as detailed below: 

Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 allows a public authority to refuse a request if the cost of providing the information to the applicant would exceed the ‘appropriate limit’ as defined by the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004:

“Section 12 Exemption where cost of compliance exceeds appropriate limit

(1) Section 1(1) does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit”.

The Regulations provide that the appropriate limit to be applied to requests received by local authorities is £450 (equivalent to 2.5 days of work).  In estimating the cost of complying with a request for information, an authority can only take into account any reasonable costs incurred in:

“(a) determining whether it holds the information,

(b) locating the information, or a document which may contain the information,

(c) retrieving the information, or a document which may contain the information, and

(d) extracting the information from a document containing it”.


