	Ref No.: FOI/2526/SG17945

	Date FOI request received: 27 January 2026

	Date FOI response: 11 February 2026

	REQUEST & RESPONSE: Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following information for the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25:

1. The total number of patient episodes (e.g., emergency, inpatient, outpatient) recorded in your trust’s systems where the patient was flagged as an asylum seeker or exempt from charging due to asylum/refugee status.

OUR RESPONSE:  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that compliance with your

request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000, currently £450, as we do not centrally record the information being requested and this would require a manual review to determine. We work through the national coding system which flag a patient’s charging status. Asylum seekers are exempt from charges and as a result are not held as a separate category on our local systems.
2. Total NHS expenditure associated with those episodes, by category where available (e.g., by service type such as A&E, inpatient, outpatient, prescription, maternity).

OUR RESPONSE:  The Trust is paid via a block contract and does not operate tariffs for episodes of care.
3. Whether your trust records immigration status or charging exemption codes that can distinguish asylum seekers from other charging exemption categories.
OUR RESPONSE:  We use national coding systems which specify a patient’s chargeable status.  



